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a case study adequately in a short article. As a result, many case studies 
are published in book format, as book chapters, or in the few journals 
that publish longer articles. Finally, because case studies are used relatively 
infrequently, criminal justice scholars are often not adequately trained on 
how to conduct studies using this methodology.67 Figure 2.3 shows how 
often case studies, and other research methods, were used in six criminal 
justice journals over a three-year timeframe.
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In concluding our discussion of criminal justice and research, we must 
stress a few points. First, although we described these research methods 
separately, a number of them involve multiple research methods. Indeed, 
mixed methods are often viewed as the ideal strategy for conducting 
research. The use of mixed methods is also known as triangulation, in ref-
erence to the idea that the researchers are “triangulating” their results with 
multiple methods (see Figure 2.4).

Second, findings from research studies—in any discipline, not just 
criminal justice—are not facts or proof of any kind. Rather, findings 
should be seen as part of a broader effort to enhance our understanding 
about criminal justice. A research finding showing that drugs are related 
to crime, for instance, cannot be interpreted as proof that drugs cause 
crime. Instead, such a finding only means that a particular study found 


